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I s the farm building code adopted in
Saskatchewan?

Yes. Saskatchewan adoptsthe National Farm
Building Code of Canada (NFBC) 1995 by
referencein the National Building Code of Canada
(NBC) 1995. These building codes work together:
the NFBC requires compliance with the NBC but
changes or eliminates some requirements and adds
some requirements specific to farm buildings. These
codes are adopted in regulations under The
Uniform Building and Accessibility Sandards
Act (the UBASACt).

Who isresponsible for compliance with the
building code?

Building ownersarerequired to ensure that
buildingsin Saskatchewan are designed,
constructed, erected, placed, altered, repaired,
renovated, demolished, relocated, removed, used
or occupied in accordance with the building code.
Ownersusually need to hirequalified designersand
buildersto help them comply.

Who isresponsible for enforcement of the
building code?

Local authorities (primarily rural, urban and
northern municipalities) are required to administer
and enforcethe UBASACt, theregulations, and
orders and decisions of the appeal board. Each
local authority independently decideswhat
enforcement actionsto take. A prudent owner will
check with the appropriatelocal authority wherea
building isgoing to be located, before design or

construction, to find out how enforcement isdone.
Of course, other local requirements(e.g., zoning
and development permits), and other provincial
requirements(e.g., intensivelivestock operations,
plumbing code, gas code, electrical code,
environment, occupational health and safety) might

apply.

What types of buildings located on farms and
agricultural properties are required to comply
with the building code?

 Buildingsassociated with commercial
agricultural operations. Often theseare buildings
wherethe publicispermitted to enter,
employeeswork, or the buildingsare
significantly larger than built on atraditional
family farm. Buildingsmay beused for riding
arenas, greenhouses, market gardens,
commercial livestock barns, storage buildings,
intensive livestock operations, etc.

» Buildingsusedfor retail services, such as
antique shops and auto repair garages.

» Multiple-occupancy residences (morethan two
dwelling units), vacation farm homes, and bed
and breakfast homes.

» Houseson non-farming operation acreagesand
on hobby farms.

* Assembly buildings, such asbuildingsused for
dances, exhibitions, or community events.

 Buildingscontaining non-agricultural uses.

Are any farm buildings exempt from the
requirements of the building code?
Buildingsand dwelling unitsassociated with
traditional family farming operationsare not
required to comply with the building code.
However, compliancewith the building codeis
recommended to improve the safety of farm
families,
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When are the requirements of the farm
building code applied?

Thebuilding code and thefarm building codework
together: thefarm building coderequirescompliance
with the building code but changesor eliminatessome
requirements and adds some requirements specific to
farmbuildings. The farm building code cannot be
used for residential buildings. Thefarm building
code can be applied to buildingsthat arelocated on
agricultural land and used for agricultural usessuch
as produce storage and packing facilities, livestock
and poultry housing, milling centres, manure storage
facilities, grain bins, silos, seed preparation centres,
farm workshops, greenhouses, farm retail centres,
auction barns and show areas, and horseriding,
exerciseandtraining facilities.

What types of requirements are included in the

farm building code?

Theserequirements cover structural sufficiency, fire

safety and health requirementsfor the protection of

personsinfarm buildings.

» Structural requirementsthat are addressed
includeliveloads associated with farming
operations, design of tower silos, manuretanks,
storagefor dry grains, bulk vegetables and
fruits, and system factorsfor farm buildings of
low human occupancy.

» Firesafety requirementsthat are addressed
include maximum floor areas, spatial
separations, fire stopping, fire separations,
electrical installations, lightning protection, and
egress.

» Health safety requirementsthat are addressed
include waste disposal, ventilation, access
covers, and electrical installations.

Thefarm building code di stingui shes between

buildingswith low or high human occupant |oad

depending on the normal human occupant load.

Are professional designersrequired to design

farm buildings that are required to comply

with the building code?

 If afarmbuildingisover 600 m2in building area
or over 3storeysin building height, aregistered
architect or professional engineer must complete
or review and stamp the design of the building
and al building systems. Building systems

include but are not limited to structure, fire
protection, lighting, ventilation, heating,
plumbing, and el ectrical systems.

If afarm building, regardless of thesizeor use,
has structural membersthat are not set out in the
building code or farm building code, an architect
or professional engineer must completeand
stamp the design of the building structure.

If afarm building islessthan 600 m?in building
area, is3storeysor lessin building height, and
isusedfor residential, business and personal
services, mercantile, medium hazard industrial or
low hazard industrial occupancy, acompetent
person acceptable to the appropriate local
authority must completethe design of the
building.
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The contents of this document are for information
purposes only. Users are advised to refer to The
Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act and
regulations for the purposes of interpretation and
application of the law.

For mor einformation contact:
Your local municipal officeor
Saskatchewan Corrections and Public Safety
Building Standards
310- 1855 VictoriaAvenue
ReginaSK S4P3V7
(306) 787-4113 or fax (306) 787-9273
buildingstandards@cps.gov.skca
WwWW.cps.gov.sk.calsafety/building
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