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Introduction 
The evaluation of Saskatchewan fire fighters to internationally recognized standards is a 
partnership involving fire departments, training institutions and the Office of the Fire 
Commissioner (OFC).  Although the OFC is the body accredited to evaluate and issue 
International Fire Service Accreditation Congress (IFSAC) certification, without the essential 
involvement of our partners it would be difficult to provide certification programs. 
 
This partnership functions through a system of sponsors.  Sponsors undertake to organize the 
certification programs.  This guide is designed to help individuals and organizations that want to 
sponsor a certification program to organize and prepare for a certification program. 
 
Applying for a Certification Program 
Each year, by April 1st, the OFC develops a schedule for certification programs that will take 
place in the next 12 months.  This schedule gives fire fighters who want to challenge 
certification enough advanced notice so they can plan their training and study schedule.  
Individuals and organizations wanting to sponsor a certification program must identify their 
interest in sponsoring a certification program to the OFC, in writing, by December 31st of the 
year preceding the intended certification program.  
 
Once a certification program request is confirmed, a member of the OFC staff will be assigned 
as a liaison to the Sponsor.  The OFC liaison will identify basic needs to the Sponsor.  Regular 
communication between the Sponsor and the OFC is an essential part of preparing the 
certification program.  The OFC Liaison will also identify the Lead Evaluator, who is responsible 
to supervise the certification program, to the Sponsor. 
 
This document identifies the minimum number of participants required to conduct a certification 
program.  The numbers are specified because they provide for sufficient personnel to conduct a 
certification program that realistically measures participants performance.  Where a Sponsor is 
unable to register the minimum number of participants, this should be identified to the OFC 
liaison as each request is considered on its merits. 
 
Sponsors are advised that all practical evaluations are conducted in conformance with provincial 
Occupational Health and Safety regulations and NFPA 1403 for live fire exercises. 
 
Costs Associated with Certification Programs 
Sponsors are responsible for all costs associated with the certification program.  Sponsors are 
also responsible for all risk management issues associated with the certification program.  The 
OFC is not responsible for, nor will it assume responsibility or liability for associated costs, loss 
of or damage to equipment, or any other cost associated with a certification program. 
 
Certification Program Duration 
Depending on the standard being challenged, the number of participants and other factors, 
evaluation programs are usually conducted within the time frames identified below.  It is key that 
the sponsor is prepared before the certification program is scheduled to begin.  The Sponsor 
and Lead Evaluator must develop a schedule of events for the certification program to 
determine actual time frames. 
 
NFPA   472 Haz-Mat Operations    8 hours (1 day) 2 Evaluators 
NFPA 1001 Fire Fighter   24 hours (3 days) 2 Evaluators 
NFPA 1002 Apparatus Driver/Operator 16 hours (2 days) 2 Evaluators 
NFPA 1041 Fire Service Instructor    8 hours (1 day) 1 Evaluator 
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It should be noted that: 
a) The time frames and evaluators needed are based upon the minimum number of 

participants identified for each standard.  A larger number of participants may require 
additional evaluators.  

b) There must be a deadline set for registering participants for evaluation venues. This will 
allow sponsors the time to prepare for certification. 

c) NFPA 472 Awareness consists of a written evaluation only.  The OFC does not schedule 
certification programs for NFPA 472 Awareness Level and all evaluations must be 
proctored. 

d) NFPA 1041, 1031, 1033 and 1035 are conducted regionally by the OFC in conjunction with 
other training programs.  Evaluation locations, date and times will be identified on the web 
site - http://www.cps.gov.sk.ca/Safety/fire/certification.shtml.  Individual evaluations in 
these Standards are not conducted.  

 
General Requirements 
The Sponsor is responsible to: 
 
♦ Advertise the certification program and to register all persons participating.  Certification 

programs must be open to all eligible fire fighters to attend without restriction.  The 
participants list (example included in this guide) must be fully completed.  The list must be 
provided to the Lead Evaluator before the certification program starts.  The Lead Evaluator 
is responsible to determine who is eligible and who is not.  Where a question of eligibility 
arises, contact the OFC liaison. 

 
♦ Gather all required prerequisite and other documentation as identified in the Evaluation and 

Certification Guide (prerequisite table is in this and the ECG Main document) from all 
participants.  Documentation must be retained in a secure location until it is provided to the 
Lead Evaluator (before the certification program starts) assigned to the certification program 
for examination.  Only eligible persons may participate in the certification program.  

 
♦ Arrange for evaluators, as required.  The need for evaluators will be identified by the OFC 

liaison when the certification program is confirmed. 
 
♦ Arrange for adequate safety, command and control personnel.  Evaluators evaluate only.  

The Sponsor must arrange to have personnel on site to ensure practical exercises are set 
up and initiated under the evaluators instructions (example; the evaluator will not be able to 
set up water, diesel and then ignite a fire in a pan for fire extinguisher evaluations under 
1001).  Participants may be used to “reset” an exercise area (disconnect and replace hose 
on vehicles, etc.) but the Sponsor must have personnel on site to set up exercises and to 
assist the evaluator on safety.  The Sponsor and Lead Evaluator must determine personnel 
needs for each certification program and activity.  

 
♦ Arrange a suitable location for the written evaluation(s). 

Persons will require a quiet room with a suitable table and chair to write the evaluation.  The 
room must be large enough for the expected attendance to ensure each participant has 
adequate space to comfortably write the evaluation.  
If the written evaluation is to be held at a different time and location than the practical 
evaluation exercise, persons who are unable to attend the scheduled written evaluation 
should be advised to arrange for a proctored written evaluation.  Information on proctored 
evaluations is contained within the Evaluation and Certification Guide. 
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Safety Plan 
During a certification program involving a practical evaluation (NFPA 472, 1001, 1002, 1033 and 
potentially under 1041), evaluators will be evaluating participants and not able to perform 
command and control functions or specifically monitor overall safety.  The sponsor is 
responsible to ensure that sufficient personnel (not participants) are available to serve as 
command and control for practical exercises and that sufficient safety personnel are available 
on site during practical evaluation exercises. 

 
Practical evaluations will not proceed unless the safety plan is fully completed. 

 
The safety plan must be submitted to the Lead Evaluator not less than 24 hours prior to a 
certification Program.  Sponsors should communicate with the Lead Evaluator to ensure the 
safety plan is developed to meet all needs and issues. 
 
Information that must be included in the Safety Plan: 

• Department or Sponsoring Organization Name 
• Safety Personnel identified and assigned to the program 
• Command and Control Personnel identified and assigned to the program 
• Contact Person(s) 
• Phone Numbers (work, cell) for Contact Person(s) 

 
Site Plan 
Diagram of the evaluation site(s), including information on critical features such as, entry/exit 
routes, water supply, exercise areas/equipment and apparatus staging positions.  
 
Considerations to be identified (as appropriate to the Evaluation Exercise) 

• Area for persons waiting to be evaluated (away from traffic and exposure) 
• Site vehicle access, vehicle maneuvering space and adequate support of weight of 

vehicles 
• Drainage for water used during exercises  
• Exposures minimal or steps to reduce exposures 
• How control of access during exercises is achieved (ie: public is limited on entry) 
• Live fire building suitably prepared for live burns? 
• Pre-burn Briefing 
• Buildings suitable for use?  
• Sufficient water supply available? 
• Fire Extinguisher evaluation area suitable?  
• Foam application area suitable?  
• Burn and extrication prop vehicles have batteries removed and fuel tanks removed or 

emptied. 
 
Procedures in the event of an emergency 
The safety plan must specify procedures should one of the following situations occur; 

• Injury during the evaluation. 
• Fire or other emergency call during the evaluation. 

How will back-up protection be provided if the sponsoring department is called away 
• Equipment failure (Pumping Apparatus) or loss of fire control (Live Fire) during the 

evaluation. 
• How will back-up protection be provided. 
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Site Clean Up Plan 
The safety plan must include information on how the evaluation site will be made “safe” after the 
certification program is completed.  Information should include procedures for removal or 
demolition of; 

• Buildings 
• Vehicles 
• Combustible Materials 
• Props 
• Spills and Waste Materials 
• Other 

 
Accountability System 
The sponsor must ensure that there is an accountability system in place and used for: 

• Identification of fire fighters. 
• Identification of fire fighters entering and leaving hazardous areas. 
• Tracking of fire fighters and other personnel by both location and function. 

 
Documents for Live Fire Exercises  
The contracts for release and risk management documents that are included in this Guide must 
be completed and available to the Lead Evaluator prior to the certification program.  
 
Required Materials Equipment and Facilities 
The materials and equipment identified for written and practical evaluation exercises must be 
available.  Sponsors are responsible to either supply or to ensure participants bring appropriate 
equipment to the certification program.  
 
 Records for all inspection, testing and maintenance for equipment to be used during the 

certification program must be up to date with records available for the Lead Evaluator upon 
request. 

 A safe area for persons waiting to be evaluated that prevents them from observing 
evaluation exercises underway must be available at the evaluation site. 

 
Program Specific Equipment and Facilities 
The following materials, equipment and facilities are typically required for certification programs 
covering specific NFPA Standards.  Depending on evaluation exercises to be conducted, less or 
additional equipment or facilities may be required.  Specific equipment or materials will be 
identified by the Lead Evaluator prior to the certification program. 
 
472 Professional Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials Incidents 
Awareness Level: (Requires a written evaluation only) 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Latest addition of the North American Emergency Response Guidebook for each participant. 
Operations Level: 
• A minimum of 12 persons. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Latest addition of the North American Emergency Response Guidebook for each participant. 
• One set of field glasses or binoculars. 
• Telephones, two-way radios and manual or automated dispatch system. 
• Full set of structural firefighter’s personal protective clothing for each participant (helmet, 

balaclava, coat, pants, boots, and gloves). 
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• PASS device for each participant.  
• A minimum of 2 NIOSH certified open-circuit SCBA units operating in positive pressure mode 

for each 4 participants plus 2 dedicated units for use by rescue team, plus spare cylinders or 
filling station. 

• Examples of shipping documents, MSDS and placards. 
• Equipment and supplies to set up a decontamination area appropriate to the criteria of the 

authority having jurisdiction. 
• Suitable evaluation site, including access to bulk shipping facility such as a bulk fuel plant,  

rail yard or transport truck facility.  
• Protective clothing, apparatus, equipment, tools and supplies for absorbing, damming, diking, 

dilution, diversion, retention, vapour dispersal and vapour suppression of hazardous 
materials, appropriate to the response criteria of the authority having jurisdiction. 

• Pumping apparatus and Class B foam concentrate with appropriate eductors and nozzles. 
• Water resistant tarps to contain contaminants. 
• Traffic and scene control devices, (safety signs, pylons and fire line tape to cordon off safe 

work area for emergency workers). 
Note: all PPE, SCBA’s, Fire Apparatus must meet appropriate standards. 
 
1001 Fire Fighting Professional Qualifications  
• A minimum of 12 persons. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Traffic and scene control devices, (safety signs, pylons and fire line tape to cordon off safe 

work area for emergency workers). 
• Full set of structural firefighter’s personal protective clothing for each person (helmet, 

balaclava, coat, pants, boots, and gloves). 
• PASS device for each participant entering a hazardous area. 
• A minimum of 2 NIOSH certified open-circuit SCBA units operating in positive pressure mode 

for each 4 participants plus 2 dedicated units for use by rescue team, plus spare cylinders or 
filling station.  

• Telephones, two-way radios and manual or automated dispatch system (PA system or loud 
speaker). 

• A selection of Class A, B & C type fire extinguishers.  At least one extinguisher should be 
available for each candidate. 

• Sufficient quantities of combustible liquids (gas & diesel) for fire extinguisher fires. 
• Pans to ignite combustible liquids. 
• Suitable structure(s) and training ground for practical skills exercises and live fire exercises.  
• Suitable furnishing to burn in structure (furnishings or fire loading materials, straw, etc…).  
• Sufficient quantities of class A combustible material must be readily available ( straw, wood, 

pallets). 
• Mock gas and electrical connections at the live fire building.  These connections must be 

inspected and made safe. 
• Suitable evaluation site for auto extrication and vehicle fires.  
• Suitable auto-extrication tools and equipment (Hydraulic, Hand or Power tools). There must 

be a minimum of 1 vehicle for each 4 participants for extrication and vehicle fire suppression. 
Vehicles must have doors, windows, interior furnishings and tires intact.    

• Fully equipped and operational fire department pump apparatus (min.500 gpm imperial, 1892 
liters per-minute). Truck(s) must be equipped for structural fire attack, forcible entry, 
ventilation, salvage and overhaul operations (see appendix C). 
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• Apparatus, equipment, tools and supplies for demonstrating foam attack of Class B 
combustible liquid fires. 

• At least two operating hydrants at the site. This requirement may be waived if a suitable 
tanker relay or on-site drafting arrangement can be made.  

NOTE: Separate sources shall be utilized for the supply of attack lines and backup lines in order 
to preclude the loss of both water supply sources at the same time at all evaluations requiring 
live burns. 
• A propane cylinder purged of all combustible vapors. 
• An occupied dwelling available for a fire prevention inspection by participants. 
• A commercial occupancy with standpipe, sprinklers and alarm systems available for 

inspection by participants. 
NOTE: all PPE, SCBA’s, Fire Apparatus must meet appropriate standards. 
 
1002 Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Professional Qualifications 
• A minimum of 4 persons. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Traffic and scene control devices, (safety signs, pylons and fire line tape to cordon off safe 

work area for emergency workers). 
• A set of Department SOG’s/SOP’s for maintenance, pump staging and operations. 
• Apparatus inspection check sheet appropriate to the apparatus and the authority having 

jurisdiction. 
• A suitable exercise area, with 20 traffic cones, for apparatus driving requirements. 
• Full set of structural firefighter’s personal protective clothing for each person (helmet, 

balaclava, coat, pants, boots, and gloves). 
• A minimum of 2 fire service pumpers (min.500 gpm imperial, 1892 liters per-minute). 
NOTE: Participants will only be tested on those types of apparatus they will be expected to 
operate.   
• The following types of water source must be available: 

• Internal (booster) tank on apparatus,  
• Pressurized supply (hydrant or second pumper),  
• Static supply (drop tank or natural). 

• On board or portable foam eductor, appropriate nozzles and suitable foam concentrate. 
 
1041 Fire Service Instructor Professional Qualifications 
Level I 
• Teaching areas including, classrooms, apparatus bays or training grounds as required. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Participants are required to instruct a prepared lesson plan of a minimum 2-hour duration (ie: 

an Essentials module).  The Sponsor and participant must communicate so appropriate 
equipment and facilities for instructing the lesson are available. 

Level II 
• Teaching areas including, classrooms, apparatus bays or training grounds as required. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Participants are required to instruct a lesson plan they have prepared of a minimum 4-hour 

duration.  The Sponsor and participant must communicate so appropriate equipment and 
facilities for instructing the lesson are available. 
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Certification programs for the following NFPA standards are conducted by the OFC at regional 
or specific times.  Sponsors may be contacted to assist in organizing these programs. 
 
1031 Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector (level 1) 
• Copies of the current National Fire of Canada and National Building Code of Canada for 

each person. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Unlimited access to a variety of structures containing a sprinkler system, fire alarm system, 

fire extinguisher system and a place of public assembly. 
• Tools and equipment essential to carry out an inspection ( ie: paper, pencil, tape measure)   
 
1033 Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigator 
• Unlimited access to fire scene. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
• Suitable protective clothing and equipment including SCBA, respiratory protection and PASS 

device (helmet, balaclava, coat, pants, boots, gloves) 
• Tools and equipment (including camera and film, paper, pencil, tape measure, gas monitor) 

for fire scene examination. 
• Assistance, equipment and materials, when required, to make fire scenes safe for entry. 
 
1035 Professional Qualifications for Public Fire and Life Safety Educator  
Level I & II 
• Teaching areas including, classrooms, apparatus bays or training grounds as required. 
• A suitable classroom to write the evaluation. 
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Application Information for a Certification Program 
 
Send to: 
  Office of the Fire Commissioner 
  Suite 310-1855 Victoria Avenue 
  Regina, Saskatchewan 
  S4P 3V7 
 
Or Email to: FIRS@cps.gov.sk.ca 
 

Sponsors must notify the OFC prior to Dec 31st of their intent to sponsor a 
certification program in the coming fiscal year. (Apr 1 – Mar 31) 

 
 
Department Name:            

 

NFPA Standard(s) to be attempted:          

 

Date of Certification Program:          

 

Contact Person:            

 

Contact Person Mailing address:          

 

Municipality:       Postal Code     

 

Contact Person Telephone numbers: 

Home:         

Work:         

Cell:        

E-Mail:       
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Minimum Equipment 
This is a recommended list for live fire exercises, for certification programs involving fires or exercises 
requiring apparatus. Sponsors should consult with the OFC if they do not have this equipment. 
 

 1 - 4m, fire department type metal ladder with folding roof hooks (roof ladder) 
 1 - fire department type metal extension ladder to extend at least 7 m (24 foot extension) 
 1 - 3m folding ladder (attic ladder 10 feet) 
 Hard suction hoses (diameter and minimum 4.6m (15 ft) length for pump) 
 1 - strainer of adequate capacity for pump suction hose 
 1 - gated swivel adapter with suction hose threads on one end and local large hydrant thread on the 
other end 

 At least 120 m (400 ft) of 38 mm, 44mm or 51mm (1-1/2", 1-3/4" or 2") attack hose 
 At least 360 m (1200 ft) of 65 mm (2-1/2") or larger supply/master stream hose 
 If apparatus is equipped with hose reel, 60 m of 25 mm booster hose with shut-off nozzle of 
combination solid stream and variable cone spray type, capable of delivering at least 360L/min 
(95gpm) 

 1 - 65 mm shut-off play-pipes (master stream nozzle) of at least 757L/min (200gpm) with 25mm, 
29mm, and 32mm (1", 1-1/8" and 1-1/4") tips 

 2 - combination nozzles capable of at least 757L/min (200gpm) for 65 mm play-pipes or master 
streams 

 2 - shut-off combination nozzles capable at least 400L/min (100gpm) for attack lines 
 1 - 3 kg pick-head axe 
 1 - 3 kg flat head axe 
 2 - pike-pole or plaster hook, minimum 2m (6 ft) and 2.4m (8 ft) 
 2 - electric hand lights, 6 V dry cell or 4 V wet cell minimum 
 2 - approved hand portable fire extinguishers such that Class A, B and C fires may be handled  
Minimum sizes shall be 20BC rating for dry chemicals (vehicle should have 80BC total), and 2A rating 
for water types 

 1 - first aid kit 
 2 - hydrant wrenches 
 4 - hose spanners for use on hose 
 2 - 65 mm double female coupling 
 2 - 65 mm double male coupling 
 1 - rubber mallet 
 2 - salvage covers, 350 by 550 cm  
 2 - wheel chocks 
 2 - hose straps or belts 
 1 - hose clamp 
 1 - pair bolt cutters 
 1 - 125 cm crowbar 
 1 - gated wye 65 to 2- 38 mm 
 1 - 65 mm Siamese 
 1 - 38 m of 16 mm rope 
 2 - self-contained breathing apparatus 
 1 - spare air cylinders per SCBA 
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Certification Program Participant List  
Sponsor:               

Name, address, postal code, telephone #s 

Date:       NFPA Standard        
use separate sheet(s) per standard 

# 
Name (first - last) 

PRINT NEATLY FOR CERTIFICATE 
Address 

COMPLETE WITH POSTAL CODE 

Last 3 
Numbers 
from SIN 

Phone # 
Prereqs 

Provided 
Yes/No 

PassFail 

1       
2       
3       
4       
5       
6       
7       
8       
9       
10       
11       
12       
13       
14       
15       
16       
17       
18       
19       
20       

 


